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54 . Tessera

~(-"8ama ufCaUlnia (1380 .W3)~

was etUfmudwim sudt sensitivity uf6reast,
mat tIie sCilJlitest, cotlUntratdPressures ccuM itufuu lier sUTetions.
SIie was pilTtU:ufarfy partial to a manner ufconssittg lier nippks

to andfro, in a motion so pleasant andsfow,
tliat it at onu proauutfa sweU1ng ufaf[tier erutife tissues

and a trembUntJ wIikIi wouUpenetrate to af[lier parts.
kcortf'mg{y, slie UtUfertoof;.an inquiry{ into tIie refimments uf'titillatio liujus rttJionis'

andwas tIie autlior ofa number ufwo~ tf'1Stinguis1ie4 in 60m styfe ana6y tlieir critiaJ{insiglits.
htwng tliem is lier 'P!ienomelWwgy uf'Breasts' and tIie mm:1i fovd ''Breast to 'Breast'.

-"8atlia comes from 'ilea' (speafjng) and 'tliau' (auomp{islietf):
one wlio sp~ wim auompGsliment and perfection;
wliidt is attestei to 5y tier many pu6tU: appUl1Tllf.US.

It is rdatetf, mat tfuring one sudt event,
tlie flat growul6eneatli lier fut rose and 6eaune a fii{f,

so tliat slie miglit 6e 6etter lieara6y tlie crowa.

SIie aiea in 1433 and tliereafter, auring tlie eruptions ufMt. 'Etna,
tlie peopfe ufCaUlnia liave e7([l0sd lier 6rassiere for pu6Cu. veneration andfount safety 6y tliis means.

'lTius slie 6ecame patroness ufCatania and is uften tlepictea in art 6earing 6reasts on a plate,



Agatha ofCatania . 55
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~(MarilJm '1Jaouaray (1846· 1878))~

was animateafrom fur uu{iest years 6y panuular atfUetic pursuits.
'ITiest first foumi e;rpressWn wfun d'unfJing a rope suspentfdforgymnastic e:(ferciu.

She foumi tnat 6y tiglit{y wrapping fur regs aroumi tfu rope, sfu coui£easify puf! furself up .
aftematefy dendiing amiwu.£encliing fur tliiIJ/is in an e;r;.iting rliytlim.

'11-mn dose to tfu top, slie was suffuseawitli a warm, floating sensatWn
cufminating witli agreat ting{ing . from fur toes all tlie way up fur £egs.

Memory of tliis scene arousea fur fancy
anawfunever sfu espieaapore or a tree, sfu woui£reap up, feering compe[£ea to dim6 it.

Imiee" MarilJm was sofomiofvariety tnat sfu 6egan
6ringing to lier ailacr06atic tfevices ofevery conuiva6£e sort.

Soon slie was aemanstratingfeats of6afanu aniagUity witli no signs offatigue .
sometimes simpfyfloating org{irfing a60ve tfugrounrf,

fur feet tfescri6ing intricate patterns in tfu air.
Once, accoraing to dose companions, sfu rose up so liiIJli, tfu eye couMnotfo£Unu lier.

MarilJms activities so tliorouglify capturea tlie imaginatWn oftfu populace
tliat slie was encouragerf to uJrite aspeculative te)(t tfescri6ing fur metliotfs.

'To tliis lay, every Ju(y 29, tfu peop£e ofPau surge tlirougli tfu streets
carrying em6£ems ofMarilJm anisinging liiIJ/ify spiriteasongs.
It is notewortliy tliat sfu is also ce£e6ratea in a pecufiar term
wliicli fias puzz£ea tfu foremast {inguists anietyma£ogists.

In Jane ITwins :Sfang ana'Eupliemism' tfun appears tfu entry:

'MarilJms 'feet· In aeroaynamic.s, refating to
£ift aniaragforces on wings ani60aies. '



Mariam Baouardy . 57


